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CASE STUDY

LIFESPANS OF CEDAR ROOFS
How Long Should Cedar Roofs Last 

Cedar Roof Lifespans: What to Expect
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16” Machine Sawn Shingles (1/4” to 3/8”)

18-22 Years
22-26 Years

24” Medium Handsplit Shakes (1/2” to 5/8” thick)

19-24 Years
26-30 Years

18” Tapersawn Shakes
(1/2” to 5/8”)

19-24 Years
24-28 Years

24” Heavy Handsplit Shakes (5/8” to 3/4”)

25-30 Years
30-37 Years

Chart Summary
There are many things that 
play into how long a cedar 
roof will last including roof 
slope, tree coverage, qual-
ity of installation, fasteners 
used, maintenance history 
and more. The  numbers in 
this chart reflect averages 
based on our experience 
over the past 25 years. These 
stats apply to what we will 
call an ‘average’ cedar roof 
with a 9/12 slope, average 
tree coverage and code com-
pliant installation by profes-

sional roofers.  Organic 
rot, severe weather 

and UV abuse will 
shorten these 

lifespans.  

Treated roofs refer to materials treated 
by the shake and shingle manufacturers 
prior to shipping and installation.
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